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Intelligence Testing 
Intelligence tests are psychological tests that aim at measuring a plethora of mental functions like judgment, logic, reasoning, and comprehension. In a school setting, intelligence testing is standardized for all individuals. Scott Barry Kauffman’s thought-provoking video, A New Theory of Human Intelligence exposes a lot of weaknesses in the traditional methods of intelligence testing which I agree with. Kauffman’s theory of intelligence incorporates engagement and ability, which are critical in achieving personal goals (Kauffman, 2017). Kauffman’s theory has taught me the importance of grit and determination in quest of personal goals. The traditional intelligent testing, which is present in the school environment prepares students to solve the problem in a specific manner. On the contrary, the new theory of intelligence suggested by Kauffman teaches the student to come up with different strategies such that if one strategy fails, another strategy can be developed very fast (Kauffman, 2017). Traditional methods of intelligence are a way of thin-slicing students’ intelligence because standardized tests do not provide them with enough time to achieve great personal goals. On the contrary, Kauffman’s new theory motivates learners to have grit and determination and thus stretching their abilities to their maximum limits (Kauffman, 2017). Therefore, according to me, Kauffman’s theory of human intelligence serves as a fundamental paradigm shift that can transition traditional methods of intelligence in school settings to testing methods that can help an individual to realize their personal goals.
According to me, intelligence testing is useful in different fields, such as schools, mental hospitals, and work settings. The testing provides crucial insight about individual ability. However, intelligence testing can be detrimental since it’s too narrow and thus not an accurate measure of classifying people’s skills. The following are the pros of intelligence testing. First, intelligence setting provides valuable diagnostics such as reasoning ability, working memory, and mental processing speed. Usually, IQ tests contain sets of subsets which are designed to assess different items such as judgment and memory (Vergauwe, 2014). The importance of such diagnostics is that they can pinpoint personal weaknesses and develop effective invention measures. Second, standardized IQ tests can help in the identification of gifted people. For instance, in a school environment, teachers can use IQ tests to identify children who require more stimulation and provide a richer educational experience. However, in his video, Kauffman affirmed that standardized testing is too narrow and might fail to include primary forms of intelligence (Kauffman, 2017).  For instance, a student can have a unique talent such as musical talents which are equally crucial as educational skills. In other words, evaluators who classify students based on a standardized IQ test are very wrong. Therefore, intelligence testing is essential but should not be used to classify students since it overlooks many factors such as talents.
As an educator in an IEP meeting reviewing intelligence testing, I would suggest the following changes. First, I would suggest the incorporation of Kauffman model of human intelligence, which provides the student with diverse choices to achieve their personal goals. For instance, research has revealed that students have different preferences, with some preferring group works and others requiring more time to understand (Vergauwe, 2014). This implies that providing different options of study would be an essential paradigm shift and would help students to achieve their personal goals. Finally, I would suggest that the data acquired from intelligent testing to be used in developing interventions to help students on their weak areas and not as a standard of classification. In this way, the education system will be beneficial to students and also provide a plethora of choices for students to realize their greatness (Vergauwe, 2014).
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